German 385 Office Hours MW 2-3; R 9:30-11:30

Fall Semester 2017 202B Knight Hall

Special Topics: Twentieth-Century Prose 301-2894 / 301-2916

MWEF 12:00-12:50 Office Hours: M 10-11; T 1-2; W 3-4
http://faculty.mercer.edu/weintraut_ej and by appointment

mercerdeutsch@gmail.com
What is this course about?:

This course focuses primarily on further developing your skills in reading, writing, an
language. This will be achieved to a large degree by discussing works dealing with the

peaking the German
and unification of

Special emphasis will be placed on idiomatic language usage. You should beco proficient in phrasing
your thoughts with greater precision and sophistication. | may ask you to con i iodically throughout
the semester to work on particular strengths and weaknesses in your i red in this
course will help prepare you for successful completion of the i [fikat Deutsch
examination administered through the Goethe Institut.

ally recognized

Recommended Texts
Wells, Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik (Holt Rinehart)

Required Texts (available from Mercer Bookstg

In the courses you h have acquired a fairly solid grammatical foundation. However, there are
ge of vocabulary and knowledge of contemporary culture. | have
selected prose ] of these shortcomings. These works are not laden with symbolism and
other liter htforward narratives dealing with everyday occurrences in the eastern
nd 2002. This will allow us not only to discuss what happens in each work, but
tructures used to convey this information. These novels will be supplemented
works of historical and cultural interest that might be more demanding.

also to focus o
from time to time

We’'ll start the semes reading Klaus Kordon’s Die Flaschenpost (1987). This work was written originally for
middle schoolers, but has been used in introduction to literature courses at a few American universities. The plot is
easy to follow and the character development is compelling. Chapter-by-chapter the pre-teen characters (as well
as the reader) learn about the causes and effects of the division of Germany prior to 1989.

Thomas Brussig’s film Am kiirzeren Ende der Sonnenallee (1999) was so popular that he wrote a novel based on his
screenplay. In this novel Brussig writes a humorous tale about the trials and tribulations of East German teenagers
growing up near the Berlin Wall. Both the film and the novel are considered to be representative examples of the
Ostalgie trend that emerged in the late 1990s.




In Zonenkinder (2002), twenty-five-year-old Jana Hensel reflects on the experiences of her generation as they
transitioned from the socialist GDR to the capitalist Bundesrepublik. She offers her perspective on a wide variety of
everyday subjects, such as clothing, schooling, sports, and environment. This is another work that indulges the
Ostalgie sentiment.

The most linguistically demanding work that we will read this semester is Was Bleibt by Christa Wolf, one of the
most significant German authors of the twentieth century. Wolf writes a disturbing account of her life under Stasi
surveillance in the late 1970s. The novel sparked the Literaturstreit controversy in the 1990s because Wolf did not
submit the work for publication until after the wall collapsed—evidently not daring to criticize the socialist regime
while it was still in power.

How will my performance be graded?
Fractional grades after x.44 are rounded u,

A (90-100) B+ (86-89) B (80-85)

C+ (76-79) C (70-75) D (65-6

Class Participation .......ccceeveeeeveeeeeeeeeeeecvveeee e ailonneneee o @

Written Homework .. . 10%
COMPOSItIONS (4) weveeeiriiieieiiee e erieeeesiieae e s R e 24%
Leading Class Discussion (5) ....ccceeeeeeeecnvveneennnn. ;. 30%
QUIZZES (4) wovvereeereriereeeene 16%
Final Exam (15 December, 9 to n 10%

duld inform the instructor at the

close of the first class meeting or as soon as po will refer you to the ACCESS and
Accommodation Office to document your disabili ermil bility for accommodations under the
ADAAA/Section 504 and to re amodation Form. Disability accommodations or

status will not be indicate j ] der to receive accommodations in a class,
students with sensory, ] j ysical or medical disabilities must provide their
sign. Students must return the signed form to the

Class Participation and endance Policy: | expect you to come to each class session well prepared to contribute
meaningfully in German to class discussion. | will subjectively evaluate the quality of your participation on a daily
basis on a five-point scale ranging from “100" (extraordinary, awe-inspiring contributions) to “50" (attending class,
largely awake, if not entirely attentive); failure to attend class results in the grade of “0”. For example, you can
earn a “100” by being exceptionally well prepared for class and by making truly exceptional contributions; you can
earn a “75” by being adequately prepared for class and making an occasional remark about the topic being
discussed; you earn a “50” just by showing up to class and remaining awake. Should you miss more than four class
sessions unexcused, | will deduct from your final course grade 2 points for each class session missed. Your class
participation will be graded daily based on my perception of your preparedness for and contributions to
discussion.



Written Homework based primarily on reading and grammar assignments will be assigned and evaluated on a
regular basis. Homework must be submitted before the beginning of the class session for which it was assigned;
late submissions receive NO credit. Each component of a homework assignment is graded: excellent (5) — above
average (4) — average (3) — deficient (2) — not submitted (0). | expect you to respond to questions by integrating
newly-learned structures and vocabulary in your answers and by avoiding simple usage. Homework assignments
and other ancillary materials will be updated regularly on Canvas. As a matter of policy | do not offer any extra-
credit work.

Technological glitches are frequently unavoidable and always to be anticipated. | strongly urge you to complete
any web-based assignments before the announced deadline. If you suffer some form of technological breakdown
which makes it impossible for you to complete the work at your preferred time, please e immediately by
email or by phone so that | am made aware of your difficulties. | reserve the right to hether the glitch
is serious enough to warrant an extension of the deadline for submitting the assig

Leading class discussion: Throughout the semester you will be asked to dem
German by leading the discussion for particular class sessions. This entail

in speaking

* identifying at least two passages that you think ar, at happens in
your text, and explaining why you think they a
¢ asking meaningful questions about the lan our text;
¢ clarifying what you do and do not understand ab
* engaging others meaningfully in the discussion.

Owl find Tigger so annoying?” This kind of q
“What is Owl’s reaction when Tigger arrives?
answered with a single word.

the text for viable answers. However,
ngful question, since it could possibly be

Your final grade for leading disc S the five occasions on which you performed best.

g to the rubric attached to this syllabus. Each evaluator
will earn homework poin eedback on the rubric: either insightful and helpful (10),
mediocre and generic (5), or not I/not submitted (0). Leading class discussion does not contribute to your
class participation gra

composition that yo bmit a revision; (2) consult with me about the kinds of improvements that | would
like you to make; and submit the composition by the negotiated deadline. No revised composition will be
accepted for credit if itlis submitted after the Thanksgiving Holiday (except for the fourth composition). Rewrites
will be graded as follows: the original draft counts for 60%, and the revision counts for 40% of the final grade for

that assignment.

Within five calendar days of receiving an evaluated composition, you are required to respond in writing to any
marginal comments | make, even if you are happy with your grade and decide not to revise your work. Failure to
do so will reduce your grade by 10 points



Quizzes and Tests: Several quizzes on discrete vocabulary and grammar items will be announced two class sessions
in advance; you may be required to complete these quizzes on Canvas. The average of your four highest quiz
grades determine your final grade for quizzes. Failure to complete a quiz by the published deadline will result in
the grade of “zero.”

The Final Exam must be taken on Friday, 15 December, between 9 and noon. This exam will cover vocabulary,
grammar, and cultural information that was presented throughout the semester. Some sections of the exam might
need to be completed on Canvas.

Access to Course Grades: Grades will be posted and updated weekly on Canvas. | stron
these data on a regular basis; please report any discrepancies or inaccuracies to me j
to discuss your progress with me as often as you wish. | will not discuss your gra
with anyone but you. If you receive a failing grade on any test, you must consu

urage you to check
| also invite you
the phone, via e-mail, or

You are expected to observe the provisi
Unless otherwise authorized,

I will report any perceived violation of the Honor Code imm the Honor Council.



Assessment of Leading Discussion

Name of Speaker: Date:

Comprehensibility (x 1)
understandable at all times; pronounced words correctly 84 92 100

not consistently understandable; had trouble pronouncing 52
words correctly

Syntactic and Grammatical Accuracy (x2)

Sophisticated sentence structure (excellent use of conjunctions
and relative clauses); excellent use of grammar (e.g. verb tenses,
noun cases, prepositions)

Satisfactory sentence structure (occasional problems with
conjunctions, relative clauses and word order in simple
sentences); occasional errors in grammar usage (e.g. verb
tenses, noun cases, prepositions)

Poor sentence structure, or relied too much on 60 65
sentences (frequent problems with conjunctig
order; frequent errors in grammar usage (e.g. verb t
noun cases, prepositions)

Vocabulary (x2)
Broad and accurate range 90 95 100
Adequate rg 70 75 80 85

for communica
Inadequate range o

vocabulary; poor or lack
rhetorical strategies

or inappropriate selection of 50 55 60 65
se of idiomatic expressions and

OVER >



Content (x5; all five grades averaged into one)

Asked meaningful questions about the language
or theme (x2)

Offered a clear interpretive analysis (x1)
Engaged others in discussion (x1)
Clarified what s/he did and did not understand

about the text under consideration (x1)

Strengths

Weaknesses

60

68

76

76

76

84

84

84

92

92

92

100

100

100

100



http://berlinermaueronline.de/faq/index.htm

https://www.rbb-online.de/extra/25-jahre-mauerfall/beitraege/Fragen-und-antworten-rund-um-berliner-
mauer-und-mauerfall.html

https://www.berlin.de/mauer/geschichte/bau-der-mauer/ (zweites Video)

http://www.news4kids.de/wissen/gesellschaft/article/als-die-berliner-mauer-gebaut

https://www.berlin-mauer.de (fantastische Videosammlung!)




