Schizophrenia

LESSON OBJECTIVES:

1. Distinguish key symptoms of schizophrenia.

2. Analyze the prevailing biologic, psychological, and social theories that are the basis for understanding schizophrenia.

3. Analyze human responses to schizophrenia with emphasis on hallucinations, delusions, and social isolation.

4. Formulate nursing diagnoses based on a biopsychosocial assessment of persons with schizophrenia.

5. Formulate nursing interventions that address specific diagnoses based on a continuum of care.

6. Identify expected outcomes and their evaluation.

7. Analyze special concerns within the nurse-patient relationship common to treating those with schizophrenia.
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1. Study Guide:  Chapter 18:  Pages79-84

2. Participation in Critical Thinking Exercises in Class
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CRITICAL THINKING FOCUS:

The mental health nurse's response to individuals exhibiting symptoms of schizophrenia, having a diagnosis of schizophrenia, and/or prescribed anti-psychotic medications.
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WEB LINKS:

http://www.nami.org   This is the website of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/publicat/schizmenu.cfm  The National Institute of Mental Health website presents all aspects of the diagnosis and treatment of schizophrenia.

http://www.narsad.org  This is the site of the National Alliance for Research on Schizophrenia and Depression, which is a national organization that raises and distributes money for research.

http://www.schizophrenia.ca    This is the site of the Schizophrenia Society of Canada, an organization committed to alleviating suffering caused by schizophrenia.

http://www.schizophrenia.com  This is a not-for-profit information, support, and education center.

http://www.mentalhealth.com  This site of the Mental Health Network provides extensive information on schizophrenia.

