PATIENT RIGHTS AND LEGAL ISSUES

LESSON OBJECTIVES:

Upon completion of this lesson, the student will be able to:

1. Discuss the role of informed consent in the delivery of psychiatric-mental health care.

2. Use the concepts of self-determinism and competence in discussing patient treatment choices.

3. Delineate the differences between voluntary and involuntary treatment.

4. Explain the rationale for providing the least restrictive treatment environment.

5. Discuss the issues of confidentiality, HIPAA and mandates to inform and their implications in psychiatric mental healthcare.

6. Identify the importance of accurate, descriptive documentation of the biopsychosocial areas.

7. Discuss the issues underlying the insanity plea.

CONTENT OUTLINE:

1. Patient Rights 

1.1. Bill of Rights

1.2. The Americans With Disabilities Act and Job Discrimination


2. Issues of Consent

2.1. Self-Determinism

2.2. Self-Determination Act

2.3. Advance Care Directives in Mental Health

2.4. Competency

2.5. Informed Consent

3. Voluntary and Involuntary Treatment

3.1. Right to Treatment in the Least Restrictive Environment

4. Issues of Confidentiality

4.1. Privacy Versus Confidentiality

4.2. The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act

4.3. Mandates to Inform

5. Documentation and Legal Issues

6. Criminal Law and Psychiatry

6.1. Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity (NGRI)

6.2. Guilty But Mentally Ill (GBMI)

6.3. Forensic Commitment

6.4. Misconceptions Regarding the Insanity Plea

7. Public Safety

7.1. Laws and Systems That Protect Human Rights

7.2. Internal Rights Protection System

7.3. External Advocacy Systems

LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

1. Study Guide: Chapter 4: pp 13-15.

2. Participation in Classroom Critical Thinking Exercises. CTE # 3. Study Guide Page 16.  Critical Thinking Challenge #4. Page 45 Text. 

3. Quiz

REQUIRED READING:

Boyd, M. A. (2005). Psychiatric Nursing: Contemporary Practice.(3rd. Ed.,pp.35-45).

 Philadelphia Pa.: Lippincott.
WEB LINKS:

http://www.nami.org  The National Alliance for the Mentally Ill is a grassroots, self-help support, and advocacy organization.

http://www.cnps.ca     The Canadian Nurses Protective Society (CNPS) is a nonprofit society, owned and operated by nurses for nurses, offering legal liability protection related to nursing practice to registered nurses by providing information on education.

http://www.nursingnet.org   This site provides information on nurses as legal consultants.

http://www.hipaa.com
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