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Instructions to Authors

The Journal of the Georgia Public Health
Association is a peer reviewed, journal
in the fields of public health and health
education. The Editor invites manuscript
submissions relevant to issues of public
health in the state of Georgia and
surrounding  areas. The  Journal
considers  original research, best
practices, programming assessments,
book reviews, and commentary.
Manuscripts are considered with the
understanding that they have not been
published previously and are not under
consideration by any other publication.
Manuscripts are acknowledged within a
week to ten days upon receipt. The
average review time is 4 weeks.
Rejected manuscripts will be destroyed
after thirty (30) days. All manuscripts
are reviewed initially by the Editor.
Those manuscripts which do not meet
the criteria in terms of topic and format
will be rejected immediately. Those
manuscripts which are accepted for
review will be sent to reviewers. Author
and peer reviewer identities are kept
confidential. The existence of a
manuscript under review is not revealed
to anyone other than peer reviewers
and the editorial staff. Authors will be
provided with reviewers' comments
once available. After revisions are made
and accepted, authors will be provided
a galley to check the accuracy of
typesetting, formatting, and content
prior to inclusion in the Journal. Proofs
must be checked carefully and returned
within seven days of receipt. All
published manuscripts become the
property of the Georgia Public Health

Association and may not be published
elsewhere without prior, written
permission.

FORMAT

All papers must be typed, doubled-
spaced, in Microsoft Word® format.
Electronic copies of manuscripts will
accepted while print copies will not. All
electronic submissions should be sent
directly to the Editor. The manuscript
must be well written, have all pages
numbered, and contain all figures and
tables (which must be labeled and
mentioned in text). The manuscript
should be limited to no more than 20
pages including references with no
more than five graphic elements such as
tables and charts. Authors should
consult the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association,
(latest edition) for rules on format and
style. Manuscripts whose references
and in-text citations are not in APA
format will be rejected. All papers
submitted must conform to high ethical
considerations and should be written in
non-sexist language. Authors should not
include their names or any author
identification anywhere in the body of
the original submission unless this
information has been blinded for initial
review. Research involving human or
animal subjects must receive approval
from relevant institutional review board
or other convening body.



MANUSCRIPT ELEMENTS

Title Page: The first page should contain
the title, list of authors with degrees
and affiliations, sources of support, and
full address and phone number (e-mail
if available) of the author to whom
proofs and correspondence are to be
sent. This page should also include
acknowledgments if any. A second title
page should contain the title only for
purposes of blind review.

Abstract: The author(s) must include a
structured abstract as part of the
second title page. The abstract should
be limited to 300 words or less.

References: References are to be listed
in APA format at the end of the paper
and referred to in the text by name and
year in parenthesis. When a work has at
least three authors but fewer than six,
all authors' names should be given at
the first citation in the text; for the
same reference, thereafter, only the
first author's name is given, followed by
et al. When a work has six or more
authors, only the name of the first
author should be cited followed by et al.
for the first and subsequent citations.
Authors are responsible for the accuracy
and completeness of their references
and for correct text citation.

Graphic Elements: Graphic elements
such as tables, photographs, drawings,
diagrams, figures, and charts are
welcomed. No more than five such
elements should be included in the
submission.  They should be clearly
labeled with each element having a
number and a complete title at the top
of the element. All graphic elements of

the manuscript must be placed at the
end of the manuscript  with
recommended placement identified
within the text of the manuscript.
Original graphics inserted in manuscript
as gif or jpg (jpeg) format must also be
sent separately (in original format) to
the Editor.

COPYRIGHT

Contributors are responsible for
obtaining permission from copyright
owners if they use an illustration, table
or lengthy quote (100+ words) that has
been published elsewhere.

Electronic documents should be sent to
the Editor.

McKinley Thomas, Editor
thomas_bm@mercer.edu



