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NUR 215 Essentials of Baccalaureate Nursing
Images of Nursing and Professionalism

Lesson Outcomes: Upon completion of this lesson, the student will:
1. Discuss the historical influence of stereotypes and images of nurses / nursing upon the development of nursing as a profession.
2. Describe the influence of the media (TV, books, music, movies, newsprint, Internet) on the development of nursing as profession.

3. Discuss ways nurses can foster a positive image of nursing.

4. Discuss the concept of professionalism.

5. Compare personal beliefs about the status of nursing to the criteria of Flexner and Pavalko.

Content Outline:
1. Stereotypes and Images of Nursing
2. Historical Influences Upon the Image of Nursing

3. Media Portrayals of Nurses and Patients / Clients
4. Fostering an Improved Image of Nurses / Nursing

5. Professions, Professionals, Professionalism

6. Criteria /  Characteristics of a Profession

a. Flexner’s criteria

b. Pavalko’s criteria

7. Nursing as a Profession
a. ANA Code for Nurses with Interpretative Statements

Teaching / Learning Activities:
1. Lecture / discussion / dialogue

2. PowerPoint presentation of historical images of nurses / nursing

3. Videotape on nursing

Critical Thinking Focus:

Examine two current influences (negative or positive) upon the image of nurses / nursing.

Compare and contrast the ANA Code for Nurses with Interpretive Statements to the accepted criteria / characteristics of a profession.

Required Readings:
American Nurses Association. (1998/2001). Code for nurses with interpretative statements. Washington, DC: Author. 
Potter, P. A., & Perry, A. G. (2005). Fundamentals of nursing. St. Louis: Mosby. (pp. 2-25)

Suggested Readings:

Aber, C. S., & Hawkins, J. W. (1992). Portrayal of nurses in advertisements in medical and nursing journals. Image, 24, 289-293. {NOTE: This is a classic article.}

Donley, R. (2005). Challenges for nursing in the 21st century. Nursing Economic$, 23, 312-318.
Kalisch, P. A., & Kalisch, B. J. (1986). A comparative analysis of nurse and physician characters in the entertainment media. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 11, 179-195. {NOTE: This is a classic article.}
Lusk, B. (1999). Patients’ images in nursing magazine advertisements. Advances in Nursing Science, 21(3), 66-75. (NOTE: This is a classic article.}
Nelson, R., & Belcher, D. (2006). Men in nursing: Still too few. American Journal of Nursing, 106(2), 25-26.

Pinkerton, S. (2001). The future of professionalism in nursing. Nursing Economic$, 19, 130-131.
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