GEORGIA BAPTIST COLLEGE of NURSING
of MERCER UNIVERSITY

NUR 215 Essentials of Baccalaureate Nursing
Historical Perspectives of Nursing 
and

Nursing in the 21st Century
Lesson Outcomes: Upon completion of this lesson, the student will:
1. Discuss the historical development of nursing practice and nursing education.

2. Identify milestones in the historical evolution of Georgia Baptist College of Nursing.

3. Name at least five early nursing leaders and their major contributions to the nursing profession.

4. Identify at least three contemporary issues affecting the nursing profession.

5. Discuss at least three trends that have potential to influence nursing practice / education / research in the 21st century. 
Content Outline:
1. Historical Development / Perspectives of Nursing Practice and Nursing Education
2. History of Georgia Baptist College of Nursing

3. Influence of Social and Economic Changes Upon Nursing

4. Overview of Early Nursing Leaders 

5. Contemporary Issues Affecting Nursing 
6. Trends and Their Potential Effects Upon Nursing Practice / Education / Research in the 21st Century

Teaching / Learning Activities:
1. Lecture / discussion / dialogue

2. PowerPoint presentation of historical perspectives of nursing
3. Videotape on nursing

Critical Thinking Focus:

Evaluate one historical event / theme from nursing’s past and the degree to which that influence continues today.
What aspect / era of nursing’s history appeals to you the most. Explain why.
Describe the impact of wars / conflicts upon the nursing profession.

If one of the early nursing leaders were here today, how do you think she would judge the current status of our profession?

How would you like to see nurses function in the 21st century?

Required Readings:
Potter, P. A., & Perry, A. G. (2005). Fundamentals of nursing. St. Louis: Mosby. (pp. 2-25)

Suggested Readings:

NOTE: Many of the below articles are considered classic articles about nursing history.
Connolly, C. A. (1998). Hampton, Nutting, and rival gospels at the Johns Hopkins Hospital and Training School for Nurses, 1889-1906. Image: Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 30, 23-29.

Donahue, P. (1996). Nursing, the finest art. St. Louis: Mosby.

Dossey, B. M. (2000). Florence Nightingale: Mystic, visionary, healer. Springhouse, PA: Springhouse.

Kalisch, P. A., & Kalisch, B. J. (2004). The advance of American nursing. Boston: Little, Brown.
Kippenbrock, T. A. (1991). I wish I’d been there: A sense of nursing history. Nursing and Health Care, 12, 208-212.

Schorr, T. M., & Kennedy, M. S. (1999). 100 years of American nursing: Celebrating a century of caring. Philadelphia: Lippincott.
Vuic, K. D. (2006). Officer. Nurse. Woman. Army Nurse Corps recruitment for the Vietnam War. Nursing History Review, 14, 111-159.

Woolley, A. S. (1997). Doing history. Journal of Professional Nursing, 13, 5.
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