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NUR215 Essentials of Baccalaureate Nursing

Homework Assignment:    Professionalism and Images of Nursing

Required Readings:

American Nurses Association. (1998). Code for nurses with interpretative statements. Washington, D. C.: Author.  (Located in Undergraduate Student Handbook)
Potter, P. A., & Perry, A. G. (2005). Fundamentals of nursing. St. Louis: Mosby. (pp. 2-25)

Develop your own thoughts about these questions:

1. What is/are your image/images of nursing and nurses? Is that image realistic for today’s practice of nursing?

2. Is nursing an occupation, a vocation, a job, and/or a profession? 
2. Formulate your rationale for your belief about nursing as an occupation, vocation, job, and/or a profession.
3. How do nursing students “learn” to be a nurse?

4. What do nurses know?
5. How do nurses know that they know?

6. What do nurses do? Is “do” different from “doing”?
7. What does being a nurse mean? Is there a difference in “to be” a nurse and “being a nurse”
8. What does it mean when someone “is a nurse” or “was a nurse”?
9. What does it mean when it is said that someone “went into nursing”?
10. How do we “become” a nurse? How do we know we have “become”?
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