GEORGIA BAPTIST COLLEGE OF NURSING

OF
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Course Syllabus

Fall Semester 2007
Course Title:  NUR215 Essentials of Baccalaureate Nursing

Course Credit:  Two Semester Hours (2-0-2)

Course Placement:  First Semester, Second Year

Prerequisites:  First Year General Education Core Courses

Course Description:  
The focus of this course is to provide the entry level nursing student with an understanding of the concepts of professional nursing, an appreciation for the values of professional nursing practice, and an excitement about entry into baccalaureate nursing education. 
  As a companion course to NUR216, this course utilizes content categories from the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) document, Essentials of Baccalaureate Education for Professional Nursing Practice (1998) as guidelines for instruction and learning.
Course Outcomes:  By the completion of NUR215, the student will:

1. Develop an understanding of the fundamental aspects* of professional nursing.  
2. Discuss the concepts of holism, altruism, and human dignity in the role of the professional nurse as a provider of care.
3. Demonstrate an appreciation for understanding human diversity, cultural influences on health practices, and global environmental factors in the practice of professional nursing.
4. Incorporate civility, integrity, ethics, professional values, and critical thinking in functioning as a baccalaureate nursing student.
*Bold type on terminology contained in the objectives indicates an essential element of baccalaureate education for professional nursing practice as described in the AACN document.
Content Outline:

Unit 1. Professional Values


1.1 Philosophy and Organizational Framework of GBCN

1.2 Historical Perspectives & Current Trends in Nursing 


1.3 Professionalism and Images of Nursing


1.4 Values, Ethics, & Integrity in Nursing


1.5 Formal Writing in Baccalaureate Nursing Education 
(APA formatting; Accessing Professional Literature)

Unit 2.  Core Knowledge

1.1 Holism in Nursing Care
1.2 Caring, Suffering, & Spirituality in Nursing Practice

1.2.1 Case study: Coping with Chronic Illness

1.3 Responses to Threat, Anxiety, & Stress

1.4 Loss, Grief, & Mourning

1.5 Responses to Changing Self Concept & Body Image

1.6 Cultural Influences & Health Care

Unit 3. Role Development 

1.1 Theories of Nursing 

1.2 Health Care Delivery Systems

1.3 Professional Nursing Organizations

1.4 Leadership and Management in Nursing 
Unit 4, Core Competencies


4.1 Critical thinking (writing assignment)

Course Evaluation Methods:  Comprehensive course and faculty evaluations.

Requirements for Successful Completion of Course:

In order to satisfactorily complete NUR 215 the student must:

· Earn a minimum average of 75% for the course grade

· Complete a one-hour library orientation

· Complete the Cultural Influences and Health Care module.
· Complete the Nursing Theory module.
· Complete an in-class writing assignment at a satisfactory level.  The student will have three attempts to pass the writing assignment.
Failure to achieve any of the above requirements will result in failure in the course, necessitating retaking the entire course.
Course Grading:  


APA Tutorial…………………………………………..…..10%


Success Seminars (must attend minimum of 2)….......10%

Weekly Quizzes .…………………………………………20%

APA Writing Exercises …………………………………..30%

Nursing Theory Presentation ……………………………30%








          100%
Georgia Baptist College of Nursing Policy for Rounding of Final Nursing Course Grades:

There will be no rounding up of any final nursing course grade.


Examples:


74.5 – 74.9 = D


79.5 – 79.9 = C


89.5 – 89.9 = B

Required Textbooks:

Potter, P.A., & Perry, A.G. (2001). Fundamentals of nursing. 6th edition. 
St.Louis: Mosby.


Publication manual of the American psychological association, (2001) 5th 
edition Washington D.C.: American Psychological Association.
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