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Current Issues Affecting the Nursing Profession
Objectives:
1. Identify current issues that affect the nursing profession using news reports, refereed journals, editorials, and state and federal decisions.

2. Analyze current issues, including stakeholders involved, multiple points of view from which debates on the issues arise (economic, political power, social, philosophical), specific concerns, and styles of language in discussion and debate.

3. Explain potential consequences and benefits of the issues and proposed solutions.

4. Discuss how nurses are/should be involved.
5. Recognize assumptions and biases within personal points of view.

Content Outline
1. Current issues affecting the nursing profession


a. Local and regional


b. National


c. International


d. Significance

2. Sources of information


a. Credibility


b. Accessibility


c. Bias

3. Stakeholders: Points of view and language of debate


a. Philosophical


b. Legal/ethical


c. Economic


d. Political


e. Social 


f.  Potential consequences and benefits





Teaching/learning In-class Activities


As a “task force,” identify one issue to explore in-depth.  With broad participation within the group, develop a creative and feasible solution or approach to the issue. 
Class preparation:
1. Bring at least one refereed nursing journal article or editorial that addresses a current issue affecting nurses <2 years old

2. Bring at least one refereed journal article or editorial that addresses an issue significant to the profession >25 years old
3. Go to http://www.nursingworld.org/ to review other current news of the profession.
HH.7-06


