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NUR 420 Senior Project Guidelines

This project gives students the opportunity to function as leaders (project directors) while utilizing the nursing process to design and IMPLEMENT AND EVALUATE a plan for meeting an identified need in the setting of her choice.  The project may be carried out within the setting in which the student is  completing her clinical experience for NUR 420, but is not limited to that setting.  The individuals targeted may include health care personnel, clients, families, community groups, or members of organizations.

The project is worth 35% of the course grade.  (Grading guidelines are attached). *Students are encouraged to work closely with the clinical faculty for approval and guidance throughout all phases of the project.* Students may not implement the project until they have obtained faculty approval. ** If education is a part of the project please see information below. The project is to be completed in two phases to include the following:

Phase I:  


Develop a proposal for addressing the identified problem or need which includes:

1. Description and validation of the identified problem or need with target population, and validation of problem or need from the literature.

2. Assessment of the setting, target population, and strengths and weaknesses of project director. No HIPAA protected information is to be collected.

3. Strategy (plan) for handling the problem/need with validation from the literature [must include learning theory, change theory and nursing literature including research article(s) specific to the identified problem or need Address driving forces and inhibiting forces related to the setting and/or population]. Include 2 measurable outcomes related to the target population and timeframe.
4. A method for evaluating the results based on measurable outcomes in the strategy.  Proposed tool(s) for evaluation must be included. 

The proposal is to be formal in style, should utilize significant research results, and be written in 5th edition APA format.  

**Senior Project Teaching Projects


For any student who will be providing “education” as part of the senior project, the student will be required prior to the implementation of the senior project to have a practice presentation. The student will provide the practice presentation to the student’s seminar faculty. The student will need to schedule with seminar faculty a time that is at least 3 days prior to the implementation date of the senior project.


The purpose of this practice presentation is to assure accuracy of information and to provide you with the opportunity to receive feedback prior to your actual implementation. When you do the practice presentation you should bring all materials, visual aids etc. that you plan to use during your actual presentation. If you are unsure whether your project would be considered one in which education is provided, please discuss this with your seminar faculty. 

Phase II:  


This phase includes a formal videotaped oral presentation to seminar group.   Each student will give a 10-15 minute PowerPoint presentation of the student’s senior project.  During the oral presentation the student will describe:



(1)
Identified problem or need.



(2)
Implementation of the plan for addressing the problem or need identified.



(3)
Factors which facilitated and/or inhibited implementation.



(4)
Evaluation method and rationale for its use.



(5)
Evaluation results.
The student will provide seminar faculty with an abstract of senior project.  The abstract should be a concise description of the results of the project implementation.  This is due on the day of the oral presentation. 

Each student will provide a tape for the videotaping of the presentation.  The student will view the video independently and complete a self-critique of the videotaped presentation utilizing the Video Critique guidelines.  The self-critique is due two days after the completion of the oral presentation.
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