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First Year, Second Semester
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Course Description:
This course focuses on sociopolitical and economic issues that influence health care access, quality, and cost.  Emphasis is placed on the analysis of health policy, health care delivery models, and health care economic models. The legal-ethical dimensions of health policy formulation and health care delivery will also be explored.

Course Faculty:
Brenda Rowe, RN, MN, JD




Office:  GBCN Room 222




Phone:  678.547.6770




Email:  Rowe_BS@Mercer.edu
Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of the course, the learner will be able to:

1.
Analyze in a critical manner pertinent health policy for its impact on health care delivery and advanced nursing roles. (P 2, 3, 6, 7, 10) (O 1, 2, 3, 10, 11)
2.
Evaluate political, regulatory and legislative processes related to the formulation and implementation of health policy. (P 6, 7) (O 1, 2, 3, 10, 11)

3.
Analyze health care delivery models and health care finance models in relation to access, quality, and costs. (P 2, 6, 7, 10) (O 1, 2, 3, 10, 11)

4.
Evaluate legal issues, ethical dilemmas, and decision-making processes within health care delivery systems and the development of health care policy. (P 1, 2, 7) (O 1, 2, 3, 10, 11)

5.
Develop a position paper on a specific and timely health policy issue/problem which includes background research and statistics, rationale for the position taken on the issue/problem, and comprehensive strategies to address the issue/problem. (P 4, 6, 7, 10) (O 1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 11)

Content Outline:

Unit 1.

Health Care Policy



1.1.
Historical perspective



1.2.
Regulatory and legislative processes

1.3. Local, state, and federal oversight



1.4.
Health care reform



1.5.
Politics of health care policy



1.6.
Health care policy research



1.7.
Implications for practice, education, and research

Unit 2.

Organization of the Health Care System



2.1.
Types of organizations



2.2.
Health care delivery models




2.2.1.
Community-based

2.2.2. Institutional-based

2.2.3. Public health model

2.3 Care of diverse populations

2.4 Rural health nursing

2.5
Implications for practice, education, and research

Unit 3.

Health Care Financing



3.1.
Economic models 




3.1.1.
Fee for service




3.1.2.
Managed care




3.1.3.
Entrepreneurship

3.1.4. 
Others



3.2.
Cost effectiveness issues




3.2.1.
Incentives




3.2.2.
Cost/benefit analysis




3.2.3.
Competition




3.2.4.
Allocation of services

3.3. Reimbursement issues

3.4. Medicare and Medicaid



3.5.
Implications for practice, education, and research

Unit 4.

Legal and Ethical Issues 


4.1.
Accessibility



4.2.
Quality of care

4.3. Implications for practice, education, and research

Unit 5.

Nursing from a Global Health Perspective
Evaluation of Student Learning:

Utilization of knowledge, comprehension, synthesis, analysis, and evaluation of health care policy issues as related to nursing through satisfactory completion of course assignments and projects.  In order to successfully complete the course, the student must receive a grade of “PASS” for the Legislative activity.

Attendance:

Minimum professional standards include timeliness and presence at all course offerings.  Determination of whether a student should be excused or unexcused for missing a class involves the discussion of a multitude of possible scenarios.  However, course faculty may determine that loss of time and lack of presence in a course may result in failure to adequately meet course objectives and expectations resulting in the need for the student to repeat the course.

Course Grading:


Policy Paper




35%


Issue Presentation



30%


Seminar Leadership



25%


Class Participation



10%

Required Textbook:

Mason, D. J., Leavitt, J. K., & Chaffee, M. W. (Eds.) (2007). Policy and politics in           

    nursing and health care (5th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Saunders.
Suggested Textbook:

Milstead, J. A. (2004). Health policy and politics. A nurse’s guide (2nd ed.). Boston: 

     Jones and Bartlett. 

Sults, H. A., & Young, K. M. (2004). Health care USA (4th ed.). Boston: Jones and

      Bartlett
8/01/SKR
LAS Fall 2002

BBR Fall 2003
BBR Fall 2005

BBR Fall 2006

BBR Fall 2007

Class Schedule for NUR 608 Health Care Policy Issues
Some classes will meet at times other than Monday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. See class schedule for the dates that class will meet at other times. Some of the legislative activities are independent of scheduled class time.
January 8

Class will be held at State Capitol

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
January 15

Holiday – No Class

January 22

Introduction to Course

Introduction to Textbook – Read Chapters 1, 2 & 3


January 29

Health Care Policy (continued) – Read Chapters 5, 6 & 7

10:00-11:00 - Connie Graves, RN


Legislative Process/Nursing Perspective
February 5

Determine Issue Topic


Organization of the Health Care System – Read Chapters 16 & 17
10:30 -12 – Ariane Reeves, RN, BSN, CIC, Nurse Epidemiologist, Center for Public Health Preparedness, Dekalb County

February 12

Health Care Financing – Read Chapters 13, 14 & 15
9 -10:30 - Peggy Hudock, MSN, RN, CCM, CCSP Section Manager, Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of Aging Services


10:30-12 – Dr. Gerry Mills, Associate Professor, School of Business, 


Mercer University
February 19 – Time 1- 4

Global Health – Read Chapter 34
1-2:30 - Dr. Kitty Kelley, Program Director for CTTS, Dekalb County Board of Health 

February 26

Legal/Ethical – Read Chapters 12 & 28

Determine Seminar Topic
March 5

Spring Break – No Class
March 12 – Time 1- 4

Issue Presentations
March 19 – Time 1- 4

Issue Presentations
March 26 – Time 1 - 4

Attend defense of Master’s thesis 
April 2

 Issue Presentations
April 9

No scheduled class/Credit for legislative time 
April 16

 Student Led Seminars: Health Care Financing and Legal/Ethical 
April 23

Student Led Seminar: Global Health Care 

Wrap-up Legislative Process

Evaluation of Course
April 30

Paper due in place of final examination.  Papers are to be submitted no 


later than 1:00 PM
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Guidelines for Legislative Activity

Objective

The objective of the legislative activity is to provide students with the opportunity to participate in various legislative processes related to the formulation of health care policy. 

Requirement

Each student will be responsible for participation in approximately five (5) hours of legislative experiences. Students may choose to participate in legislative events at the Georgia General Assembly to compete the five (5) hours (e.g. legislative sessions, committee meetings, lobbying activities) or the student may attend other legislative events. Other legislative events available for students are the Georgia Commission on Women Breakfast (Time, Date, & Cost to be announced), GNA 2007 Legislative Event (January 25, 1:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., at Sloppy Floyd Building, Cost = $30),  and other legislative health care policy meetings as approved by faculty. 

Attendance at Georgia General Assembly


This activity should involve the following:

1. Prior to attendance, student will review the GNA 2007 Legislative Platform and Fact Sheet (see GNA web site).

2. Prior to attendance, student will review pending bills affecting health care practice (see GNA web site).

3. Prior to attendance, student will identify legislators from student's district.

4. Prior to attendance, student will make contact with legislative facilitator to schedule date and time to attend.  The student will be spending time with facilitator and with the facilitator's expertise will plan how to effectively utilize time spent at the legislative session.  Possible legislative facilitators are Julianna McConnell and Connie Graves. When attending this activity, the student should wear College name tag.

5. This activity must be completed prior to end of 2007 legislative session, which is usually mid-March.

Evaluation of Activity


To receive a Pass for the legislative activity, a student must complete five (5) hours.  Faculty will expect students to report on their experiences as appropriate through out the semester.  Each student will provide a summary oral and written report of the experiences during class on April 23.
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Guidelines for Issue Presentation

Objective:


This assignment is designed to provide the learner with an opportunity to research and orally present an issue that is pertinent to health care policy.

Procedure:


Each student will orally present to faculty and peers an issue that is pertinent to health care policy. The presentation will address social, economic, ethical, political, and legal factors relating to the issue. The presentation will be the first phase of the issue analysis. The second phase is a paper, which includes the oral presentation content along with strategies to address the issue with identified outcomes (see guidelines for Policy Paper).


The presentation should include the following:

1. Identification of the issue.

2. Background surrounding the issue.

3. Analysis of the social, economic, ethical, political and legal factors as appropriate.

4. Identification of the stakeholders with description of their position.

Each presentation should be approximately 30-40 minutes in length with time allowed for questions. The issue chosen by the student must be approved by faculty. Expectations regarding presentation:


1.  Formal professional presentation – student will stand at front of classroom, 
 

utilizing eye contact and gestures appropriately.


2.  Creative Media will be utilized (i.e. PowerPoint).


3.  Topic will be thoroughly researched & presenter will be the expert. Content 


will be accurate with sources cited when appropriate. Presentation will be 


organized with creative introduction and interesting summary.


4.  Time guidelines will be followed.

Suggested Topics are as follows:
1. Mandatory Patient – Nurse Ratios

2. HIPAA

3. Nursing Shortage

4. Collective Bargaining 
5. Prescriptive Authority in GA 

6. Use of Placebo in Research 

7. Mandatory Overtime with no pay (Fair Labor Standards Act)

8. School Health Nursing

9. Mental Health Services – parity in payment

10. APRN – expansion of Rural Provider Equity (Provide Services under Medicare/Medicaid)
11.  Childhood Obesity

12. Advance Directives

13.  Allow Natural Death – AND

14. Disaster Nursing (i.e. Hurricane Katrina)

15. Image of Nursing
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Issue Presentation Evaluation Sheet

Issue Presented ______________________________________________________

Presentor____________________________________________________________

Evaluator(s)__________________________________________________________

Points





Possible Points

Earned 
1.
Organization


Logical development of ideas demonstrated.

Organized with creative introduction and


Interesting summary.




2

Creative media supported the


delivery of the content.




3

Accurate and informative fact sheet on issue

2

An outline of the presentation provided to faculty 


and class members on the day of the


presentation






1

Presented in formal, professional manner

2


Adheres to time guidelines




2

Comments:

2.
Level of Scholarship


Information concerning the issue was clearly


presented.






4

Presentation was accurate; generalizations made


were supported; relevant and appropriate 


literature cited to support the presentation.

8

Presentation evidenced critical thinking.


2

Information related to the issue was critiqued in a


scholarly manner.





2

Questions handled in articulate manner.


2


Comments:
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SEMINAR GUIDELINES  
 

Seminar leadership and participation provides students with the opportunity to lead small group discussions by integrating materials from a very current literature and WEB site review regarding critical health care issues and policies.  Facilitation and participation promotes interpersonal sharing and critical thinking among all group members.  Topics will be assigned relating to Health Care Organization, Health Care Financing, Legal/Ethical, and Global Health.  Faculty will evaluate the student leader and student participants utilizing the criteria below.  Seminar leadership is 25% of final grade. Student participation in seminar is part of overall class participation which is 10% of final grade.
 

 

SEMINAR LEADERS (Each seminar will be led by two students.)
 
1.  Read pertinent content course textbook.

2.  Research the seminar topic.  Select additional readings including pertinent     

     theoretical information and research.

3.  Assign the additional readings to class members at least one week prior to the 
     seminar. 

4.  Develop objectives (minimum of four) that will stimulate critical thinking and 

     communication among group participants. 

5.  Lead the seminar by keeping the discussion focused and by promoting participation 

     by all group members.  

6.  Summarize the conclusions and the implications of the issue. 
7.  Provide peers with handout summarizing information.
 

 

SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS 
 
1.  Complete the assigned readings.

2.  Be prepared to discuss and critique the content of the readings and to actively

     participate in the seminar.  

3.  You may and are encouraged to share any additional readings or information that 

     you may have regarding the topic.

 

 
POSSIBLE SEMINAR TOPICS
Health Care Organizations: Public Health Issues, Professional Organization Issues,
State Board Issues (delegation, multistate licensure, impaired nurses, regulation of nursing, educational level for entry level practice), Healthcare organizations in general (protecting public – numerous issues – JACHO mandates, safety issues, nursing shortage, and faculty shortage), 

Health Care Financing:  Uninsured, immigration, illegal aliens, rationing of healthcare, managed care, research, needs of older adults, medical liability reform, limiting insurance coverage, infant mortality, and funding for Medicare/Medicaid
Global Health:  Recruitment of nurses from third world countries, how to handle healthcare needs in a diverse population, migration, HIV & AIDS globally, impact of war, human rights
Legal/Ethical:  Right to die, stem cell research, cloning, end of life decision making, prescriptive authority, mental health parity, safe workplace environment, HIPAA, staffing ratios, safe staffing principles, mandatory overtime, whistleblower legislation, collective bargaining
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Policy Analysis Paper
- 35 percent of grade





-Due: April 30, 2007

The purpose of this paper is to identify and analyze a current issue relating to Health Care Policy.  The issue may be local, state, or national concern.  Analyze how the nursing profession is an important stakeholder in the selected health care policy issues and how nursing can interface with government, business, and other health care providers in developing, implementing, and evaluating health care policy.  The paper should include the following components:

1.
Introduction to the policy issue


1.1
Social, political, economic, ethical, and legal factors


1.2
Health benefits/risks to the population group

2.
Literature review:


2.1
Report on findings


2.2
Stakeholders position on the policy issue


2.3
Recommendations derived from the research findings

3.
Discussion


3.1
Pros and cons on the policy issue


3.2
When appropriate include impact on health



promotion and disease.



3.3
Your recommended strategies to address the issue


3.4
Outcomes to be achieved


3.5
Evaluation of strategies and outcomes

4.
Summary 


4.1
Describe benefits (potential/actual) from the 



proposed strategies/policy implementation


4.2
When appropriate include impact on health promotion and disease



prevention to the population groups

Guidelines for the paper format
1. Word processed, double spaced, Arial, 12 font

2. Accurate application of APA style 5th edition (e.g., text citations, reference list, section headings)

3. Maximum of ten (10) pages (excluding cover page and reference list)

4. Cover sheet: title, course name and number, student (s) name, date 

5. Reference list

6. Grading form

7. Adherence to the Guidelines for written Materials form.
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Policy Analysis Paper Grading Form

Student:  









Policy Analysis Issue:  







Evaluator:  










Possible

Earned 










Points


Points
1.
Identification of the health policy issues


5

including the social, political,
economic, 

ethical, and legal factors. Include health 

benefits/risks to the population groups.

2.
Reviews appropriate literature and identifies


5

stakeholders involved with the policy issue.  

Summarizes findings 
and recommendations.

3. Discuss pros and cons of current or pro-


5
posed policies.

4.
Develop personal strategies as to how the


5

nursing profession can address the issue.

Include outcome to be achieved and 


evaluation methods.

5.
Introduction & Summary




2
6.
Evidence of critical thinking throughout paper.

4

Includes limitations of achieving policy change.
7.
Information supported by relevant and appropriate

3

literature.  Paper must include at least 10 references


with a minimum of 7 references being from a refereed 

journal or scholarly book published within the last five years.
8.
Adherence to written paper guidelines (includes,

6

but not limited to:  APA 5th edition format, font 12,

and clear, concise style of writing, logical patterns,


appropriate grammar and syntax, and appropriate use of references).


















Total:  



Georgia Baptist College of Nursing of Mercer University

Graduate Program

Spring 2007
Guidelines for Written Materials

General Information:

It is expected that all papers will be of graduate study quality, reflecting scholarly content and careful attention to syntax, grammar, spelling, and format, according to the criteria described below.  Any paper that does not meet the criteria of form, style, and/or neatness, will be returned to the student without evaluation.  Submit two copies of your paper, along with a disk containing the paper.  Retain one copy (disk or paper) to protect against loss or inadvertent damage.  All papers must be submitted in APA format using the 5th edition of the APA manual, unless otherwise advised.

Criteria

Form

1. Papers are to be prepared according to the most current American Psychological Association guide.

2. Correct grammar, sentence structure, spelling, and punctuation are expected.

3. Writing should be clear, concise, and well organized.

4. Assume that all papers must be typed unless indicated differently on guidelines.

Documentation

1. Adequate number of references to support substantial review of the topic.

2. Quality of references (e.g., relevant to subject; from scholarly books or journals; recent or continued validity of older publication established, or published within five years.

3. Appropriate citation of materials quoted or paraphrased is essential.

Content

1. Ideas are relevant to subject.  Focus is clearly identified.

2. Ideas are valid for subject.

3. Evidence of creativity.

4. Adequacy and completeness of development of thought are evident.

5. Depth and breadth appropriate to the topic.  Limitations are clearly specified.

6. Conclusions are clearly supported by content.

7. Recommendations, if any, shall be appropriate in scope to the subject.
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