GEORGIA BAPTIST COLLEGE OF NURSING

OF MERCER UNIVERSITY

NURN 307 
Issues and Ideas in American Nursing

COURSE SYLLABUS Spring 2009
Course Website: faculty.mercer.edu/hodges_hf

COURSE TITLE:

Issues and Ideas in American Nursing (NURN 307)

COURSE CREDIT:

2-3 variable semester hours (2-0-2/ 3-0-3)
TOTAL COURSE HOURS:
30-45
COURSE PLACEMENT:
LEVEL 3; Spring semester; Prerequisite to NURN 308

PREREQUISITES:

Acceptance to Advanced Track, or instructor approval

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Focus of the course is on the application of knowledge regarding social, political, economic, and historical issues that contribute to the contemporary position of  American nursing.  Central to the course are self-reflective writing and active participation in collegial discussion.

COURSE FACULTY:
Helen Hodges, RN, Ph.D.


(w) 678-457-6746


(h) 770-992-2249


(e-mail) hodges_hf@mercer.edu

COURSE OUTCOMES
1. Articulate a personal philosophy of nursing practice based on personal and professional values, principles of caring, and perspectives on socio-political issues. (P1: L3-1b, 7a)
2. Demonstrate analytic thinking skills through self-reflective writing and collegial dialogue. (P5: L3-5a,b, 7b; P6: L3- 6b)
3. Describe American nursing’s evolving professional roles as provider, designer, manager, and coordinator of care using historical and contemporary resources. (P3: L3-3a; P4: L3-4a; P6: L3- 6b, 6f)
4. Compare and contrast authors’ perspectives and depiction of nursing’s historical and political evolution. (P6: L3-6d)
5. Debate issues in present and future health care delivery using current political news sources. (P7: L3-7a, 7b; P8: L3-8a)
6. Analyze the impact of the media and beliefs about race, culture, class, and gender on health care delivery. (P6: L3-6f; P7: L3-7a, 7b; P8: L3-8a)
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTBOOKS:

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual (5th Ed). Washington, DC: 
Author (ISBN:155-795-791-2).
Andrist, L.., Nicholas, P., & Wolf, K. (2006). A history of nursing ideas. Boston: Jones & Bartlett.
Benner, P. (1984). Novice to expert: Excellence and power in clinical nursing practice. Menlo 
Park, CA: Addison-Wesley (0-13-0325-22-8).
Suggested Reading:

Baer, E., D’Antonio, P., Rinker, S., & Lynaugh, J. (2002). Enduring issues in American nursing. 

New York:  Springer (08261-1373-7).

Melosh, B. (1982). The physician’s hand: Work, culture, and conflict in American nursing. 
            Philadelphia: Temple University Press

TEACHING/LEARNING STRATEGIES:

Discussion

Historical non-fiction

Newspaper editorials

In-class writing

Internet web sites and links

EVALUATION METHODS:

Class participation

Philosophy paper

Written summaries/reactions/assignments
Course and faculty evaluation

GRADING SYSTEM:

Nursing Leader assignment
30%
Class participation

20%

Philosophy Paper

50%

GRADING SCALE:
90-100 = A




80-89 = B




75-79 = C

COURSE POLICIES: 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Students are expected to comply with the college policy on the Honor Code.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for details. Honor Code: Plagiarism…representing another’s work as your won or inadequate referencing…is a violation of the Honor Code.  Unless directed to collaborate on an assignment, submitted work is expected to be “pledged” that you have neither given nor received unauthorized help.  The word pledged and your signature should appear on all assignments indicating your compliance with the college’s Honor Code.

Course Attendance: Attendance at all classes is expected.  If student is unable to attend class, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the course coordinator before the scheduled class time to arrange a follow-up appointment.

Class Participation: Class preparation and focused participation are expected for each class period.  
College Policy:  There will be no rounding up of final nursing course grades. 

Examples:

74.5 – 74.9 = D

75.0 – 75.9 = C

89.5 – 89.9 = B

Expected APA Style: 
a. Page Format: Title page: Correct placement of running head, header with page numbers, title, name of student. Subsequent pages: Pagination, page headers, and margins correct on subsequent pages.

b. References within Body of Paper: correct use of author(s) name and date. Correct ampersand use (ampersand within parentheses; ‘and’ outside).  Secondary sources cited correctly (as cited in….). Refer to authors, not titles, in review of literature; ‘et al’ rule based on current edition of APA; 

c. Quoted Material: Accurate referencing of direct quotes within the paper (include page number and quotations, along with author(s) and date).   

d. Reference Page: 100% accuracy on reference page of books, journal, and electronic sources. Alphabetized, ampersand as appropriate, year in correct place; title and volume italicized; capitalization of first word title/subtitle; correct capitalization. Correct URL address and retrieval date that leads reader to correct site.  

e. Reference inclusion and noninclusion: Authors in text of paper and reference list exactly matched; noninclusion of sources such as personal communication, references cited in text of paper.                     
*No more than 2 APA errors on acceptable papers.     
Writing support:  Students are expected to submit written assignments to OWL (Online Writing Lab of the Academic Resource Center) at least one week prior to course submission to allow time for suggested revisions, and to include written comments returned from OWL tutors at assignment deadlines. That means NO PROCRASTINATION!    Writing is a process; expect to address suggested revisions to enhance your writing style.  Website for submission: www.mercer.edu/arc
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