GEORGIA BAPTIST COLLEGE OF NURSING of MERCER UNIVERSITY

NURN307 Issues and Ideas in American Nursing
CLASS 7-2009: INFLUENCE OF THE MEDIA ON THE PROFESSION

OUTCOMES: 
1. Describe the influences of the media on health care policy and decision-making in the United States.(C6: P6)
2. Recognize the effect of the media on the images of medicine and nursing.(C6:P6)
3. Explain the use of metaphors and euphemisms in describing health care issues and nursing in the media.(C2:P5)
4. Compare and contrast nursing roles depicted in films, newscasts, TV series and the print media (C6: P6)
CONTENT OUTLINE:

1. Influence of the media

a.   Who has voice in the media?

b.   Role of the nurse in TV sitcoms

c.   Role of the nurse in box office movies

2. Metaphors and euphemisms to make the unpalatable palatable

3. Positive and negative influences on the image of the profession
a. Public expectations of nurses in appearance and demeanor

b. What the evidence tells us

c. Acute care responses to issues of nursing image

d. Nurses’ responses to issues of nursing image
TEACHING/LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

Discussion of required readings 
Discussion of box office films and TV series or sitcoms that portray nurses or nursing  (view prior to class)

Summarize authors’ points to class members.

Compare and contrast readings in class discussion (see guidelines for compare/contrast discussion).

READING:

Buresh, B., & Gordon, S. (2000). From silence to voice. Journal of Nursing Scholarship, 
32(4), 330-331. 

Dawley, K. (2000). The campaign to eliminate the midwife.  American Journal of 
Nursing, 100(10), 50-56.

Hudson, a. (2003). Why is nursing research invisible in the mainstream media? Journal 
of Nursing Scholarship, 35(1), p5.
Select a refereed journal article published within the last 5 years and related to the week’s topic to critique for class preparation.  Or read additional works by Suzanne Gordon for class discussion. 
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