Georgia Baptist College of Nursing of Mercer University

NURN307 Issues and Ideas in american Nursing
Class 6-2009:  Current Political Issues and influences 

OUTCOMES
1. Distinguish liberal and conservative views and recognizable markers for each. (C5: P7,8)
2. Identify salient political points in editorials and political cartoons. (C5: P7,8)
3. Analyze nursing information sources through the Internet for current professional political issues. (C6: P6)
4.   Identify 3 political issues critical to the profession’s future. (C5: P7,8)
CONTENT OUTLINE

1. Overview of political philosophies, target audiences, and goals

2. Politics and Health Care


Editorials and editorial boards


Columnists (syndicated and local)


Political cartoons    

3.    Current issues of political importance to the profession

4.    Implications of historical events to current issues.

TEACHING/LEARNING ACTIVITES:

Discussion of editorials and political cartoons; summarize writer’s main points and political perspective
Debate current issues of interest to health care

Prioritize what you believe to be the most important 3 issues to the profession and …
Draft a letter to the editor about a political issue important to health care. 
READING
1. Newspapers and professional journal: Bring editorials and cartoons to class for further discussion. Be prepared to relate whatever you bring to health, health care, and/or nursing practice.
1 nationally syndicated newspaper editorial (may be from on-line source)
            
1 local newspaper editorial  


1 professional nursing journal editorial (may be from on-line source)


1 editorial cartoon

2.  Internet: Review www.nursingworld.org and other websites of choice for salient current political issues.
3.  Benner, P. (2000). The wisdom of our practice: Thoughts on the art and intangibility
 of caring practice. American Journal of Nursing,100 (10), 99-105.

4. Swilley Library: Locate and read an issue of American Nurse. Discuss the article of most interest to you. 
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