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NURN307 Historical and Political Perspectives in Nursing

Analytical Thinking: Guidelines for Compare and Contrast Class Discussions
Using sources depicting nursing’s historical and political evolution, compare and contrast the authors’ works.   

*The skill of comparing and contrasting requires critical analysis as you break the authors’ works into parts to look at them separately and together.  To compare and contrast means to look at similarities and differences of small parts as well as the whole pieces.  For example, two authors might arrive at the same conclusion overall, but approach their study of history from difference perspectives; or two authors might cite some of the same events, but view them differently as impacts on the profession.  Finally, you should evaluate the usefulness of each piece of work to your understanding of historical and political influences on nursing. 

The following questions may be helpful in your position development:
What is the main premise (position, belief) of each author? 

How are the authors alike in their views overall?

How are they different?

What are the authors’ professional backgrounds?  nurses, anthropologists, sociologists, historians, physicians?

Are the authors generally positive or negative about the direction of nursing’s evolution?

Do they discuss the effect of the evolving profession as having particular kinds of implications for patient care and 

quality or not?

Are discussions about historical evolution grounded predominantly in gender issues, ethics, economics?

What are the authors’ points of view about events that significantly shaped the profession?

Are the works based on chronological events primarily? National/international education mandates?                                                           national security events?   Different expectations in practice based on changes by other disciplines?

What evidence do the authors use to support their arguments?

What position do you find most credible and least credible?

Does either author convince you of a position you had not thought about before?
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