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	Professional Paper Preparation Guidelines

Spring 2007

	· Read the NUR220 Guidelines for this paper.

	· Select one concept from the list provided:

	· Nursing Ethics

· Life-long Learning

· Active Participation in Professional Nursing Organizations

· Professional Nursing Certification

· Promotion of Positive Nursing Image
	· Political Activism in Nursing

· Evidenced Based Practice

· Shared Governance

· Leadership

· Community Service

	· Select at least two attributes/competencies from the list provided: 

	· Intellectual and analytical capacity 
	· Manages conflict and masters conflict resolution 
	· Strives for an inclusive society 

	· Critical thinking ability 
	· Facilitates collaboration and group process 
	· Balances professional responsibilities and personal life 

	· Systems thinking 
	· Motivates others to participate in decision-making 
	· Accepts responsibility and accountability for decisions 

	· Comprehends interdisciplinary models 
	· Capacity to interchange leadership/followership roles 
	· Demonstrates a commitment to life-long learning 

	· Effective interpersonal and communication skills
	· Mentors future leaders 
	· Practices the spirit of cooperation 

	· Empathetic/active listener 
	· Empowers others 
	· Balances high tech with high touch 

	· Adapts quickly to new situations 
	· Team player 
	· Solves problems creatively 

	· Identifies global, national, and local trends 
	· Understands strategic/tactical planning, implementation & outcome evaluation 
	· Capacity for deep introspection and reflection 

	· Accepts high moral and ethical standards 
	· Treats all human beings with respect and acceptance  
	· Capacity to connect with the spiritual nature of human beings 

	· Writing Guidelines:

	· Introduction (15 pts):

· This is the first paragraph.  It is one paragraph.

· Clearly state the purpose of the paper.

· Clearly address the significance of professionalism in nursing

· List the major points/themes of the paper. (i.e. “This paper will review..” or  “In this paper the writer will explore….”).  

· Body of Paper (total of 55 pts from this section):
· Concept chosen (15 pts).  Student is directed to select one. 

1. Define the concept.  

2. Provide the rationale for the selection of this concept.  

3. Relate the concept to professionalism.

· Attribute/competencies chosen (25 pts).  Student is directed to select at least two.

1. define the attribute/competency 

2. provide rationale for the selection of this attribute/competency

3. describe how each attribute/competency supports the chosen concept.

4. relate this to professionalism

· Student’s Selected activity (15 pts).  

1. Describe the activity

2. describe rationale for activity selection

3. relate the concept and each attributes/competencies selected to this activity

· Summary (10 pts).  
· Review the main points covered in the body of the paper.  (In this paper …was discussed…).  

· Note that this should be the last paragraph of the paper. 

·  The purpose of this paragraph is to summarize/review the content of the body of the paper.
· APA Format (20 pts).

· Use APA refer guide.  Must use proper format throughout the paper.  The paper must be written in 3rd person (No “I”, “my”, “you”, etc.).

· Note NUR220 guidelines for the paper:  5-8 pages excluding Title page and Reference page.

· Minimum of 3 references (2 from nsg journals).

· Spelling, grammar, writing style are evaluated in this section.  Remember that all paragraphs should be a minimum of 3 sentences.

	· Use the NUR220 Grading Tool to prepare the paper. 

· Submit a copy of the grading tool with the paper.

	· Submit two copies of the paper to the clinical instructor by _____.  If you are unable to submit the paper by this day and time you should contact the clinical instructor ASAP to negotiate the day/time to submit the paper.

	· The Mercer writing lab is available to students as a resource for assistance in preparation of professional papers.  Students are encouraged to utilize this resource.  Students are also encouraged to use an APA reference to assist in preparing this paper.


