My Educational Philosophy

I believe that knowledge is continually expanding and changing as new experiences and discoveries occur. As a pragmatist, I believe that knowledge is constructed from experience and applied through meaning and motivation. Learning is an active process that occurs from a personal interpretation.  Collaborative learning can enhance and intensify the learning process when students work together toward agreement and understanding.  I also believe that learning should be authentic or occur in realistic settings. Instructors should use “real world” problems, examples, or situations that are relevant to the learners. 

I believe an instructor can do the following to enhance learning: 

· Promote opportunities for collaborative learning. 

· Present “real world” problems, examples, and situations that are relevant to learners.

· Define clear learning goals and objectives.

· Create an environment that encourages creativity and supports differing opinions.

· Encourage critical thinking and open, interactive communication.

· Foster relationships with students both inside and outside the classroom.

· Create a learning environment that is fun and motivating. 

