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FROM AN ENVIRONMENTAL VIEWPOINT, 
WHAT’S THE GREATEST THREAT TO HUMAN

HEALTH?

 Air quality?

 6.5 million deaths/yr due to air 
quality (2.9 - 4.3 million/year due to 
indoor sources)

 Drinking water/sanitation?

 0.8 - 1.8 million deaths/yr due to 
water-related disease

 Emerging infectious diseases?

 Overpopulation? 

 7.6 billion and counting

WORLD POPULATION

1 billion in 1804
2 billion in 1927
3B in 1960
4B in 1974
5B in 1987
6B in 1999
7B in 2011
8B by 2024 (proj.)

CDC IS FOCUSING ON 13 PRIORITIES

1. Healthcare-associated infections
2. HIV/AIDS
3. Better data distribution (CDC Vital Signs)
4. More health discussion (webcasts, etc.)
5. Heart attack and stroke prevention [AQ]
6. Cigarette smoking [AQ]
7. Better newborn screening
8. Food safety [WQ]
9. Concussions
10.Children’s mental health [AQ, WQ]
11.Clinical preventive services for children/adolescents
12.Parasitic disease prevention [WQ]
13.Prevention of violence against children (global)
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WHO IS FOCUSING ON 5 PRIORITIES

 Non-communicable disease [AQ, WQ]
 63% of all worldwide deaths

 Examples: CVD, cancer, asthma 

 Microbial threats [AQ, WQ]

 Vaccinating more children

 Supporting universal health coverage efforts

 Monitoring progress toward the UN’s Millennium Development 
Goals and Sustainable Development Goals [AQ, WQ]

WQ: cancer vs. microbes

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

MDGS (MET BY 2015)
1. Eradicating extreme poverty and 

hunger
2. Achieving universal primary education
3. Promoting gender 

equality and empowering women
4. Reducing child mortality rates
5. Improving maternal health
6. Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria, and 

other communicable diseases
7. Ensuring environmental sustainability
8. Developing a global partnership for 

development

SDGS (MET BY 2030)
1. No poverty
2. Zero hunger
3. Good health and well-being
4. Quality education
5. Gender equality
6. Clean water and sanitation
7. Affordable and clean energy
8. Decent work and economic growth
9. Industry, innovation, and infrastructure
10. Reduced inequality
11. Sustainable cities and communities
12. Responsible consumption and production
13. Climate action
14. Life below water
15. Life on land
16. Peace and justice
17. Partnerships to achieve goals

New HIV infections in the US by race and
transmission group.
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US WATER SCARCITY PROJECTION


