Words of wisdom for undergraduates from a Mercer Industrial Management Graduate:

Looking back on college, there are many things that I am very proud that I did, but also things that I wish I would have done differently.  Here are a few things that I definitely know are good advice now that I’m working (whether I did them or was just told to do them!)

· Intern in your degree field as many summers as you possibly can!  The experience you get from interning and getting actual experience working in you field is absolutely priceless.  Not only are you learning how to apply what you learned in class, you are gaining experiences and knowledge to take back to class with you in the following semesters.  This will help you tremendously in learning class concepts because you can relate the material to something you’ve already had exposure to.  Interning will also give you skills and projects to put on your resume.  Your resume is the only thing that will get you in the door for an interview at most companies; beyond that, it’s all about how well you can relay your skills and abilities to the employer.  You need projects and experience points on your resume.

· Try to get a leadership role in at least one organization on campus.  It does not matter what kind of job you are applying for right out of school, all employers want to know what kind of initiative and leadership responsibilities you have held.  People are some of the hardest assets to manage, so showing you can manage them will give you some immediate credibility with the employer.

· Use your professors as a resource to help you get jobs and make contacts with organizations.  They have an amazing number of resources; all you have to do is ask them to help you.

· Do not use your elective course allowance to take “easy” classes.  There are more classes you need to take besides those you are required to take in your curriculum (IDM and IE) that will help you down the road.  Be future oriented and take those classes you know (or think) will help you in your job, regardless of your course requirements.

· Get your Masters Degree.  Hundreds of thousands of people graduate every year with Bachelor’s Degrees.  With more education and degrees comes more opportunity and more money. 
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