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Syllabus for University 101

The Freshman Experience

Fall Semester 2012
Thursday
1:40-2:55 p.m.

Room EGC 217

Instructor:
Dr. Joan Burtner, Associate Professor 


Department of Industrial Engineering and Industrial Management



Office:
Suite 201E, School of Engineering


Phone:
301-4127 (includes voicemail)

Email:
Burtner_J@mercer.edu
Peer Advisor:
Cassie Speirs   Contact Information  ____________________

Course Description
Who can answer my questions?  What resources are available?  How can I get the most out of college?  A course that introduces you to the structure of higher education and the heritage of Mercer University, UNV 101 is intended to help you make a successful transition to college.  You will better understand the value of a liberal arts education, identify campus support systems, develop better learning techniques, and succeed intellectually, socially, and personally during your first year at Mercer.  Required of all first year students who are not enrolled in an experiential section of First-Year Seminar. Graded S/U  1 hour cr
Learning Outcomes
Students who successfully complete UNV 101 will have been exposed to the following:

· the history and heritage of Mercer as well as higher education, in general.
· informal (or formal) methods for critical thinking, including decision making and problem solving within the context of weekly topics.
· appropriate study skills for their academic success.
· diversity issues that affect the individual, the institution, and the community.
· various applications of technology as they relate to the academic journey, including the University’s e-mail system.
· available resources and opportunities for involvement on campus and in the community.
· academic and social policies of Mercer University.
· the advising and registration processes.
· ways to establish a productive relationship with their academic advisors and other faculty and staff.
· wellness issues that contribute to academic and personal success.
Required Materials
· calendar/planner/organizer     
· The Lair (online)     
· current Mercer University Catalog
Statement of Academic Integrity
It is expected that each student will behave honorably throughout this (and every other) course.  All students are expected to abide by the Honor Code as found in The Lair.  All violations of the Honor Code will be referred to The Honor Council.  I will provide as much information as possible to clarify my expectations for appropriate completion of assignments as they relate to issues of academic integrity (e.g. whether collaboration is permitted on a project, how sources should be documented, etc.).  If you are unsure about any of these expectations, please feel free to ask me.

Documented Disability Statement




(For Macon Undergraduate colleges)
Students requiring accommodations for a disability should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting or as soon as possible.  If you are not registered with Disability Services, the instructor will refer you to the Disability Support Services office for consultation regarding documentation of your disability and eligibility for accommodations under the ADA/504.  In order to receive accommodations, eligible students must provide each instructor with a “Faculty Accommodation Form” from Disability Services.  Students must return the completed and signed form to the Disability Services Coordinator on the 3rd floor of the Connell Student Center.  Students with a documented disability who do not wish to use academic accommodations are also strongly encouraged to register with Disability Services and complete a Faculty Accommodation Form each semester.  For further information, please contact Carole Burrowbridge, Disability Services Coordinator, at 301-2778 or visit the website at http://www.mercer.edu/stu_support/swd.htm

Attendance
Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions as well as required first-year seminars (as assigned).  You will get the most out of this course if you actively participate and interact with other members of the group.  You can’t participate if you do not attend, so attendance is vital.  Three absences (excused or unexcused) will result in a grade of “Unsatisfactory” for the course.

Grading
Attendance/Participation/Classwork

  70 points

Involvement in three co-curricular events
  60 points

Completion of two email journal entries

  40 points

Four-year plan




  30 points
In order to achieve a “satisfactory” grade, a minimum of 181 of the 200 points must be earned.
Requirements/Assignments

CLASS PARTICIPATION
A large portion of the learning in this course happens in the classroom.  Your interaction with your peers and the instructor will enhance your adjustment to college and further your likelihood for academic success.  Class participation is critical to success in this course. Required Supplemental Instruction (SI) is part of the participation grade.
CALENDAR
Students are required to bring a calendar/daily planner to the 2nd and all subsequent UNV 101 sessions.

E-Mail JOURNALS:
E-Mail Journal: Journal entries will consist of a minimum of 10 sentences. There is no maximum. Journal entries provide an opportunity for you to reflect on your academic, social, and co-curricular experiences.  You may address any of these areas in any combination (“Things I do and do not like about Mercer,” “School and Home-How do they mix?,” “My Roommate and I,” “Thoughts about my classes and major so far,” “Reaction to my first test,” etc.), but they must be substantive in nature--reflecting some thought, not simply reciting what you did that day.

Journal entries due by 12 noon:

1. September 13, 2012
2. October 18, 2012 

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (20 points per event report submitted)
Students must participate in three co-curricular activities.  Each one must be from a different category.
1.  a visual or performing arts event

2.  an athletic event (e.g. intercollegiate, intramurals, city team)

3.  a meeting of a campus-wide organization (SGA, SUAB, RUF, etc.)

4.  a lecture (other than regular class lectures)
5.  a community service event
6.  an exercise class (not part of a physical education course)
7.  a volunteer activity during Mercer Service Week
8.  a meeting of an engineering-school organization (SWE, NSBE, IIE, etc.)
AND

For each of these activities, you are required to prepare a 10-20 sentence essay that answers the following questions:

1.  What was the category of the activity in which I participated? 
2.  Why did I choose this particular activity?

3.  Did I enjoy the activity?  Why or why not?

4.  How can this type of activity contribute to the college experience?

Co-curricular events are due on September 20, October 4, and November 1. You may submit your co-curricular essay before the due date. Email the essay to me (Burtner_J@Mercer.edu.  The subject line of the email should have the following format:    UNV101F12_yourname_duedate. 
FOUR YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

Attempt to outline a plan for when you will take all the courses you will need to graduate from Mercer over the next four years.  Even if you are not very sure about your specialty or major, select one as an example for this purpose.  This project will help you learn about the various course requirements, their prerequisites (if any), the sequence in which some courses have to be taken, and their typical frequency of offerings.  Obviously, I do not expect a plan that will be cast in stone for you; however, you will be graded on the amount of effort put forth by you. Use Excel to build the plan and email the plan to me by 12 noon, October 25, 2012.  The subject line of the email should have the following format:    UNV101F12_yourname_4yearplan.
Format for Academic Plan (Excel file submitted by email) due October 25, 2012
Name




Student ID

Date




Proposed Specialization

Proposed Satisfaction of General Ed  Requirement  Minor   Distributional   (Select One and  Specify Courses)
	Fall 2012 (current classes)
Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Xxx


	Spring 2013
Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Xxx



	Fall 2013
Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Xxx
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