Spring 2016           IDM/ISE 288 Interview Questions  

Interviewee              Dave P                                      Interviewer           Barkelew                                             

Current Career Information and Authorizations
Where do you work? 

Clorox
What is your current job title?  
Strategic Program Manager, Global Supply Chain Design and Policy
Do you give us your permission to publish your contact information on Dr. Burtner’s website? 
Let’s talk more about this.  I may be willing under certain conditions. (Yes after review of finished project)
Do you give us your permission to publish your interview responses on Dr. Burtner’s website? 
If you would like us to post a picture of you on the job, please send it to Burtner_J@Mercer.edu.
Educational Information

Did you graduate from Mercer and if so when?  No
What degree did you earn? B.S.I.E. (Mississippi State)
Have you earned any licenses/certifications such as Professional Engineer, Black Belt, Certified Quality Engineer, etc.? PMP from PMI
Did you pursue a Master’s degree after graduation? If so on average how much time would you say a Master’s requires for completion? Do you feel that having a Master’s degree helped you advance in your career? No
Did you have any internships or co-ops while you were at Mercer? If so, where did you intern and what were your duties? N/A
Work Environment
What is your routine on a normal day at work? Project / program discovery, design and leadership
What skills would you say were essential to your job? Leadership, management, planning and organizing, interpersonal skills, communications  and organizational skills
Are your benefits and compensation competitive with those in similar industries or jobs? Yes
How many hours on average do you work a week?  40-45
How much free time do you have when you leave work? Do you usually work on weekends?  Just check email on weekend, may respond if needed.  Occasionally need to do work on weekend to get something critical out.
How often do you interact with people outside of the engineering world? 90% outside of engineering, 10% with engineering
Are you required to make presentations and write reports as part of your job?   Big part of job is presenting to senior leadership (VP and above)
How would you compare your job experience so far to what you expected before you actually started to work; is your job experience what you expected or is the experience completely different?  Planned to me in manufacturing for my entire career.  Did 20 years of it, and related roles (engineering, quality, plant management) then got into Logistics and now supply chain design.
Do you usually work in groups or alone?  50/50
What is a stressful aspect of your job and what is a satisfying aspect of your job? Stress is very manageable because my personal need to move ahead and get things done is higher than company culture typically.  Most satisfying is seeing projects completed and growing the capabilities of others through my day-to-day and mentoring work.
Have you had any mentors who were influential in helping you grow in your profession? Not formal mentors but, I’ve had a number of people at all levels who have coached me throughout the years.
How much room for advancement or promotion is there available at your current company?  Tons but, you have to want it and you have to work hard for it.
Is traveling a requirement of the position you hold and if so how often do you travel and where? Domestic and int’l travel but only 10-20% of the time.  
Mercer Education Experience
How well did your Mercer education prepare you for your career? N/A
Which classes that you took in college do you find to be most helpful on your job? I took 4 statistics courses and I’ve found it to be incredibly helpful.  Great foundation for ops research, quality assurance/control and simulation programming.  Also, engineering economics for IRR, ROI, NPV, etc… background.
Which classes were least helpful?  Humanities electives however, I do have value for a broad education.  
Career Choice/Career Path
What has been your career path since graduation? Frito-Lay then Clorox.  Roles in mfg, quality, engineering, operations and plant management, lean manaufacturing, DC operations, project management.
Has your family life (marriage, children, parents, etc) influenced your career path? Heavily.  Limited relocations and choices for work/life balance.
What made you choose your specialty in the engineering field?  Started out in Aerospace Engineering.  After 2 years, realized I didn’t want to do “true” engineering so, I switched to IE.  I enjoy lots of change and do not like routine.  IE was broad enough to open a career with broad opportunities.  Dad was an IE from Ga Tech.  He pointed me toward that major.
If given the opportunity, would you could go back in time and change your major or specialization? Why or why not?  Nope.  IE was an excellent choice for me.
Where do you see yourself 5 to 10 years from now?  Responsible for Clorox’s supply chain design organization.
Thank you for participating in the IDM/ISE 288 Spring 2016  Interview Project. 


